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the very existence of this elite and the character of its members,
a totally anti-social body of men, likely to infect the whole of
the youth of the nation with the miasma of their ideas and
their unscrupulous readiness for anything. On June 30th
public revolutionary talk was brought to an end. But the
actual focus of a permanent revolutionary explosiveness
remained. Far from restraining the revolutionary movement
in the party, from getting rid of the alleged National Bolshevism
of the Storm Troops, June 30th did a great deal to revolutionize
the spirit of the whole party hierarchy.
No amount of psychological argumentation will upset that
conclusion. The lynch justice performed on June 30th, 1934,
left an indelible impression not only on the S.A. formations that
suffered but on the S.S. lynchers. And the impression was the
opposite of that which the leaders intended. Rohm's out-
spoken revolutionism, with which the Storm Troops had
identified themselves, was suppressed, but in being driven
underground it was made to fill men's minds. No one in the
inner circles of the party has any doubt that another oppor-
tunity will come for carrying the revolution into its second
phase; and no one treats seriously the official explanation of
June 30th, that it was a mere expedition for the punishment of
homo-sexuals. The brutal ruthlessness and the utter lawlessness
of the execution of Rohm were carefully noted by the party
for future guidance. I had personal experience of the helpless
horror of some of the underlings in the party hierarchy who in
entire innocence, and following their local leader in perfect
faith, were craftily enticed into some sort of apparent illegality
and found themselves in the hands of the political police.
These men returned to their duties as party officials after their
interrogation, in apparent acceptance of their position; in most
cases they had no choice. But they reconciled themselves to
what had happened only by abandoning all inhibitions of the
past and devoting themselves to working as apostles of the new